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The cyclical migration of waterbirds across the globe has been long recognised as a natural wonder.
Annually waterbirds fly many thousands of kilometres across a vast range of climates and habitats in
response to the urge to nest, to replenish their reserves of strength and to avoid adverse weather
conditions. This constant pattern has been repeated many times and predates the evolution of mankind.

In meeting the demands of their life cycles, birds depend on high quality wetlands and other habitats in
many countries. However this pattern of existence of migratory waterbirds has come under increasing
threat. Rapid human development across the globe has dramatically increased pressure on wetlands and
other habitats resulting in their degradation and loss, their pollution and increased harvesting of waterbirds.
Efforts to conserve migratory species in one country can only be effective, if they are complemented by
actions in the other countries through which the species moves during its annual cycle. Complementary
actions in all range states are therefore essential for the conservation of migratory species.

In recognition of the threats to migratory waterbirds and the need for action across the region to conserve
them and their habitats, the Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Strategy: 1996-2000 was
developed. The Strategy has been actively supported by the governments of Australia and Japan and
coordinated by Wetlands International.

An international committee, the Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Committee (MWCC) was
established to monitor the implementation of the Strategy. The MWCC comprises six government
representatives (Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan and Russia), the Convention on Wetlands
(Ramsar), Convention on Migratory Species, international NGOs (BirdLife International and World Wide
Fund for Nature), chairs of the three technical Working Groups (for Anatidae, cranes and shorebirds) and a
Wetlands International Specialist Group Coordinator. The Strategy has been very successful in promoting
international cooperation and an awareness of the need to work together to promote conservation. A
number of international and national activities have been undertaken, primarily through the implementation
of three regional migratory waterbird conservation action plans (shorebirds, cranes and Anatidae) including
the establishment of three networks of sites of international importance for these groups of waterbirds. The
networks comprise 68 sites in 9 countries with new sites being added each year. Based on the successes
of the Strategy over the past five years, the MWCC recommended the development and implementation
of this second Strategy for the period 2001-2005.

The Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Strategy: 2001-2005 aims to continue and expand on the successes
of the previous Strategy by providing the international framework for the conservation of migratory
waterbirds and their habitats in Asia-Pacific into the 21% century.

Over the next five years the Strategy aims to have:

- implementation of action plans for: three species groups in the East Asian — Australasian Flyway,
globally threatened species, and the Central Asian — Indian Flyway;
establish effective networks of sites in the flyways to conserve migratory waterbirds and their important
sites;
build and strengthen capacity of governments and NGOs to sustainably manage waterbirds and
wetlands; by providing training to managers of important sites;
promote conservation education, public and community awareness at the international, national and
local level through the development of products and programmes;
enhance programmes to monitor waterbird diversity and abundance at important sites; through
improving our knowledge base of wetlands by contributing to regional inventories;
improve our understanding of migration patterns and conservation needs of waterbirds;
promote the implementation of improved national policy and legislation to ensure management of
waterbirds and their habitats;
improve links between local communities at important sites;
promote the sharing of knowledge and skills through various forums (meetings, publications,
newsletters, web sites, etc.); and
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stimulate the mobilisation of US$ 5 Million to achieve these activities.

The Strategy outlines seven key elements achieve these aims. Implementation will require cooperation
between governments, conventions, international and national corporations, bilateral and multilateral donor
agencies, international and national non-governmental organisations and local communities to coordinate,
support and implement actions.
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Implementation of the Strategy: 1996-2000 and the development of the Strategy: 2001 - 2005 has
been a cooperative initiative involving governments of the region, the Convention on Wetlands, the
Convention on Migratory Species, BirdLife International, Wetlands International, World Wide Fund for
Nature, International Crane Foundation, national and local NGOs and members of the public.

Wetlands International acknowledges the major funding support received from the governments of
Australia and Japan.

Wetlands International is very grateful to present and past members of the Asia Pacific Migratory
Waterbird Conservation Committee (MWCC), Anatidae Working Group, Crane Working Group,
Shorebird Working Group and the Flyway Officers, who have contributed to the implementation of the
Strategy and guiding the development of future plans:
Vladmir A. Andronov, Mark Barter, Simba Chan, Carlo Custodio, Agus Dermawan, Rebecca
D'Cruz, Brendan Edgar, Yuri Gerasimov, Nikolai Germogenov, Jim Harris, Douglas Hykle,
Noritaka Ichida, Valentin llyashenko, Kim Jin-han, Park Jin Young, Anmol Kumar, Robert R.
Leedy, Yuxiang Li, Masayuki Kurechi, Trixi Madon, Marlynn M. Mendoza, Yoshihiko
Miyabayashi, David Melville, Kojiro Mori, Yaya Mulyana, Taej Mundkur, Fumiko Nakao, Qian
Fawen, Alison Russell-French, Tobai Sadayosi, M. Satyanaryana, Tom Scotney, S.C. Sharma,
Evgeny, E. Syroechkovski Jr., Uthai Treesucon, Natsagdorjiyn Tseveenmyadag, Sadayosi
Tobai, Toshio Torii, Pak U —il, Wang Weisheng, Wang Wei, Doug Watkins Lew Young, and
Zhen Ren De.

Staff of Wetland International (present and past) have assisted in various ways to develop, promote
and implement actions of the Strategy and in the preparation of the document. We are grateful to all
staff especially: Olga Anisimova, Chen Kelin, Dibjo Sartono, Paul Erftmeijer, Kaori Matsui, Arthur
Mitchell, Koji Tagi, C.L. Trisal, David Li, Mam Kosal, Michael Ounsted, Rosie Ounsted, Faizal Parish,
Marcel Silvius, Yus Rusila Noor, Joost van der Ven, Nelson Yeoh, and Lim Seng Yam.

In the preparation of this document, useful comments and suggestions have also been received from
a number of people in addition to those listed above whom we also wish to thank: Tim Dodman, Ayu
Rahayu Mustapha, Roger Jaensch, Amaravathy Sivalingam and Matt Wheeler (of Wetlands
International), Jim Harris and Crawford Prentice (International Crane Foundation),and Mike Croshy
(BirdLife International). Eileen Rees, Stephan Pihl and David Stroud of the Wetlands International
Specialist Groups kindly reviewed the draft Strategy. others to be added.

Wetlands International
September 2000
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(NGO)

(Western
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network: WHSRN)
(North American
Waterfowl Management Plan: NAWMP) (
) ( ) (Shorebird
Management Plan)

(Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals) (CMS
) (Agreement on the
Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds: AEWA) 1999 11
30
1996-200(Asia
Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Strategy: 1996 - 2000)

1996-2000
(Wetlands
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International) 1996-
2000 ( Mundkur et al. 1999 )

(Asia Pacific Migratory
Waterbird Conservation Committee: MWCC) ( 27 )
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1996-200
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NGO
NGO
1996 2000
3 ( )
( 20 )
3
(East Asian-Australasian Shorebird Site
Network)(1996 ) (1997 )
(1999 ) 9 68
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( 1
1 )
2.3
404 243
57
(species group action
plans)
C )
2.3.1 .
Gaviidae (Loons)
( ) Podicipedidae (Grebes)
Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)
( Pelecanidae (Pelicans)
) ( ) Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets and
Bitterns)
Ciconiidae (Storks)
Threskiornithidae
(Ibises and Spoonbill)
Phoenicopteridae
(Flamingos)
169 Anatidae
34% (Swans, Geese and Ducks)
Gruidae (Cranes)
Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules and
Coots)
Heliornithidae (Finfoots)
Jacanidae (Jacanas)
Dromadidae (Crab
Plover)
Haematopodidae
(Oystercatchers)
(1 2 ) Recurvirostridae
(Stilts and
Avocet)
Glareolidae
(Pratincoles)
Charadriidae (Plovers)
Scolopacidae (Sandpipers)
Laridae
(Gulls, Terns and
Cl/immar)
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2001-2005

16%

55%
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24

1980 (Scott 1989, Scott and Poole 1989)
85%

50%

(Wetlands Policy) (Australian Nature
Conservation Agency 1996)

(R. Jaensch, unpublished)

241
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2.4.2
(
2.4.3
(Eichornia crassipes) (Salvinia)
(Mimosa pigra)
2.4.4
(
2001-2005

2.5

10
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4
(Database of Wetlands of International Importance)
( )
(Important Bird Area Database) (
)
(International Waterbird Census Database) (
)
(World Bird Database) ( )
(Asian Wetland Inventory database)
2001-2005
2.6
2.6.1
1996-2000 20001-2005

(Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Conservation Measures
for the Siberian Crane) (1993 1998 )
(Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Conservation Measures for the Slender-billed
Curlew) (1994 )

(2.6.3 )

11
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1996-2000
2001-2005
2.6.2 0022.5 Present conservation activities
NGO
NGO

O (BirdLife International)
o (International Crane Foundation)
o) (Wetlands International)
o) (World Conservation Union)
o) (World Wide Fund for Nature)

(Directory of Asian Wetlands) (Directory of

Wetlands in Oceania)
2001-2005
NGO
2.6.3
3

o (Convention on Biological Diversity: CBD)
o (Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals: CMS)
o (Convention on Wetlands of

12
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International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat: ).
2000 9
1 51.9 % 185 % 79.6 %
( 1 )
1996 1999 (CoP6  CoP7)
3
VIIL.21
6.4
7.3 ( 3 4 5)
1996 (CoP5) 5.4
(UNEP/CMS 1997) 1999 (CoP6) 6.4
UNEP/CMS/Conf. 6.12 1996-2000
( I
)
1996-2000 3
1996-2000 3

(Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve
Network)

NGO

1996-2000
(Wetlands

13
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International — Asia Pacific)
(http:/ngo/asiapac.net/wetlands/)

2001-2005
(Wetlands International)
IUCN (Species Survival Commission) (Meine et al. 1996)
(O'Donnel & Fjeldsa, 1997) (Hafner et al. 2000)

(Eider Ducks)
(Circumpolar Seabird Working Group.1997)

2
. (Memorandum of Understanding
Concerning Conservation Measures for the Siberian Crane)
1993
(UNEP/CMS 1999) 9
. (Action Plan for Black-faced Spoonbill) 1995

(Severinghaus et al. 1995)

2001-2005

14
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O ASEAN (ASEAN Environment Programme) 1978 5 3
1992 3 1994
(ASEAN Strategic Plan of Action on the Environment (1994-1998)
1997 ASEAN ASEAN VISION 2020
1998 Vision 2020
1999 2004
10 Vi
Q (Convention on the Conservation of Nature in the South Pacific
) 1976 1990
©) (Convention for the Protection of Natural
Resources and Environment of the South Pacific) 1986 1990 UNEP
(14 )
Q (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation: SAARC)
(1985
1995 UNEP
(South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme:
SACEP)
)
©) (Programme for the Conservation of Arctic Flora and

Fauna: CAFF)

15
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3.1

2001-2005
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NGO

2005

NGO
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3.2

(2.6.3 )

1 5
2.
(Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor)
(Oriental Stork Ciconia boycian) (Saunder’s Gull Larus
saundersi )
3.

4. NGO
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(2.6.3 12 )

25%
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10.
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1997-
2002(Strategic Plan 1997-2002)

14.

15.

16.
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1996-2000

2001-2005

24,

25. NGO
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NGO

(MWCC)

26 .
(MWCC)

27.

28.

29.

30.



Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Strategy: 2001-2005

September 2000 FIRST CONSULTATION DRAFT Page 27 of 40

4,
41
(MWCC)
(MWCC) 1996
1996-2000
14 6 (
) NGO(
) 3 ( )

(Strategy Coordination Officer)

(Wetlands International- Asia Pacific Council)

1

(Migratory Waterbird
Conservation Committee: _
MWCC)

1 :

- (Strategy Coordination Officer)

NGO

(Anatidae Flyway Officer)
- (Crane Flyway Officer)

(Shorebird Flyway Officer)

(Asia Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation
Committee: MWCC) (2000 8 31 )
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2000

6
(Working Groups)
1996-2000
3 MWCC
NGO 6-9
1 ( )
( )
6
MWCC
(Waterbird Officers)
NGO ( )
(Strategy Coordination Officer) -
MWCC

(Crane Flyway Officer)
(Anatidae Flyway Officer)

(Shorebird Flyway Officer)
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1996-2000
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6

1Annex 3. Accession to international conventions directly relevant
to the conservation of waterbirds in the Asia-Pacific region

Afghanistan

Australia Yes Yes Yes
Azerbaijan®

Bangladesh Yes Yes
Bhutan Yes

Brunei Darussalam

Cambodia Yes Yes
China, Peopl€e's Republic of Yes Yes
Cook Islands Yes

East Timor

Fiji Yes

France (French Polynesia, New Caledonia and (Yes) (Yes) (Yes)
Wallis and Futuna Islands)

India Yes Yes Yes
Indonesia Yes Yes
Iran, Idamic Republic of Yes Yes
Japan Yes Yes
K azakhstan? Yes

Kyrgyzstan® Yes

Kiribati Yes

Korea, People's Democratic Republic of Yes
Korea, Republic of

Lao People's Democratic Republic Yes

Malaysia Yes Yes
Maldives Yes

Marshall Islands Yes

Micronesia, Federated States of Yes

Mongolia Yes Yes Yes
Myanmar Yes

Nauru Yes

Nepal Yes Yes

New Zedand Yes Yes
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Niue Yes

Northern Mariana lslands (Yes)

Pakistan Yes Yes Yes

Palau Yes

Papua New Guinea Yes Yes

Philippines Yes Yes Yes

Russian Federation Yes Yes

Singapore Yes

Solomon Idlands Yes

Sri Lanka Yes Yes Yes

Tajikistan® Yes Yes

Thailand Yes

Tokelau (Yes) (Yes)

Tonga Yes

Turkmenistan® Yes

Tuvau

United Kingdom (Pitcairn Islands) (Yes) (Yes) (Yes)

United States of America (Alaska, Hawaii and (Yes)

Guam)

United States of America (American Samoa) (Yes) (Yes)

Uzbekistan® Yes Yes Yes

Vanuatu Yes

Viet Nam Yes Yes

Western Samoa Yes

TOTAL 43 (3) 10 (3) 28 (8)
79.6% 18.5% 51.9%

Notes: .
Yes- ,(Yes) - ,Yes

1 - (Convention on Wetlands of International

Importance especially as Waterfow! Habitat: );2000 9 1
- (Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals:
CMS);2000 9 1 .
- ;2000 9 1 .
2 1991 12 21

1995 6
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1Annex 4.

Migratory waterbird species of special conservation

interest in the

2 ©)
®*
Pelecanus philippensis Spot-billed Pelican VU MR 11,500 (G)
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian Pelican VU M 10,000-13,000 (R)
Phalacrocorax pygmaeus Pygmy Cormorant nt M <5,000 (R)
Egretta eulophotes Chinese Egret EN M 2,500 (G)
Gorsachius magnificus White-eared Night-heron CR M <100 (G)
Gorsachius goisagi Japanese Night-heron VU M <25,000 (G)
Ixobrychus eurhythmus Schrenck's Bittern nt M <100,000 (G)
Anastomus oscitans Asian Openbill Stork nt M 60,000 (G)
Ciconia boyciana Oriental Stork EN M 2,500 (G)
Leptoptilos javanicus Lesser Adjutant VU MR 5,000 (G)
Leptoptilos dubius Greater Adjutant EN MR <700 (G)
Threskiornis melanocephalus Black-headed Ibis nt MR <100,000 (G)
Platalea minor Black-faced Spoonbill CR M 350 (G)
Phoeniconaias minor Lesser Flamingo nt MR 150,000 (R)
Anser cygnoides Swan Goose VU 50,000 (G)
Anser erythropus Lesser White-fronted Goose VU 6,000 (R)
Branta ruficollis Red-breasted Goose VU M 65,000 (G)
Tadorna cristata Crested Shelduck CR M 0-100 (G)
Aix galericulata Mandarin Duck nt MR 70,000 (G)
Anas formosa Baikal Teal VU M 75,000 (G)
Marmaronetta angustirostris Marbled Teal VU M 5,000 (R)
Aythya baeri Baer's Pochard VU M <25,000 (G)
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck VU M 15,000 (R)
Polysticta stellerii Steller's Eider VU M 150,000-250,000° (R)
Somateria fischeri Spectacled Eider VU M <200,000° (G)
Mergus squamatus Scaly-sided Merganser VU M 4,000 (G)
Oxyura leucocephala White-headed Duck VU M 300 (R)
Grus nigricollis Black-necked Crane VU MR 5,554 (G)
Grus monacha Hooded Crane CD M 11,800 (G)
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1
2 ©)
®*
Grus japonensis Red-crowned Crane VU MR 1,650 (G)
Grus vipio White-naped Crane ] M 5,000-6,000 (G)
Grus antigone (sharpei) Eastern Sarus Crane EN MR <1,000 (G)
Grus leucogeranus Siberian Crane EN M 2,610 (G)
Coturnicops exquisitus Asian Yellow Rail VU M ?
Crex crex Corncrake \s M ?
Heliopais personata Masked Finfoot VU M 10,000 (G)
Vanellus gregarius Sociable Plover VU M <1,000 (R)
Vanellus cinereus Grey-headed Lapwing nt MR <100,000 (G)
Charadrius placidus Long-billed Plover nt <25,000 (G)
Numenius tahitiensis Bristle-thighed Curlew VU 10,000 (G)
Numenius tenuirostris Slender-billed Curlew CR M 100-400 (G)
Numenius madagascariensis Far Eastern Curlew nt M 21,000 (G)
Tringa guttifer Spotted Greenshank EN M 1,000 (G)
Gallinago hardwickii Japanese Snipe nt M 36,000 (G)
Gallinago nemoricola Wood Snipe VU M <10,000 (G)
Limnodromus semipalmatus Asian Dowitcher nt M 15,000-20,000 (G)
Eurynorhynchus pygmaeus Spoon-billed Sandpiper VU M 4,000-6,000 (G)
Larus relictus Relict Gull nt M 12,000 (G)
Larus saundersi Saunder's Gull EN M 3,000 (G)
Larus brevirostris Red-legged Kittiwake VU M 250,000 (G)
Sterna albistriata Black-fronted Tern VU M 1,000-5,000 (G)
Sterna bernsteini Chinese Crested Tern CR M <100 (G)
Rynchops albicollis Indian Skimmer VU M 10,000 (G)

Notes:
1

(EXTINCT) (EX). A taxon is Extinct when there is ho reasonable doubt that the last individua has died.

Crex crex

Collar et al. (1994) and Perennou et al. (1994).

ITUCN/Species Survival Commission (1994)

Numenius tenuirostri
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(EXTINCT IN THE WILD) (EW).

(CRITICALLY ENDANGERED) (CR).

(ENDANGERED) (EN).

(VULNERABLE) (VU).

(LOWER RISK) (LR). A taxon is Lower Risk when it has been evaluated, does not satisfy the criteriafor any of the
categories Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable. Taxaincluded in the Lower Risk category can be separated into three
subcategories:

3
1 (Conservation Dependent) (CD).

2. (Near Threstened) (nt).

3. (Least Concern) (Ic). 2

(DATA DEFICIENT) (DD).

(NOT EVALUATED) (NE).

3 Anon (1993) M - MR -
4 Perennou et al. (1994) Rose and Scott (1997) G
R

?

5 W. Laned, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (in litt. 1996)

1988
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3: 6.4
6th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
Brisbane, Australia
19-27 March 1996
6.4:
1 5
2. 4.4
412
3.
( 5.1)
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.1994 12
(Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation
Strategy)
(East Asian-Australasian Shorebird Reserve Network)
11.1995 3

12.
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13.

14.

15. 1

16.

17.

18.
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4 7.3

“People and Wetlands: The Vital Link”
7t Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971),
San José, Costa Rica, 10-18 May 1999

412

1997 2000
7.2.5

1994

6. (North East Asian Crane Site Network)
(Anatidae Site Network in the East Asian

Flyway)
7. 1996-2000
8. 7 VII.19
9. 1996-2000
54
10.
11.

12.

13.
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14. 1996 —2000
2000

15.

(©

16.C

17.
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5! VIl.21

“People and Wetlands: The Vital Link”
7th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971),

San José, Costa Rica, 10-18 May 1999

5.1

6.4

7.3

10. 6.8



Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Strategy: 2001-2005

September 2000 FIRST CONSULTATION DRAFT Page 43 of 40

11.;

12.

13.

14.

VIILL )

15.
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